A note on vaccination against meningococcal meningitis in infants
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Following the publication of our article [1] on the effects of various vaccination schedules on the time course of outbreaks of meningococcal disease, it was drawn to our attention by a reader of this journal that a particular statement concerning vaccine efficacy may have not been entirely accurate. The statement in question was "there exist capsular polysaccharide vaccines for the serogroups A,C,W-135 and Y, but these are not indicated for children below 2 years of age, because they are poorly effective in this age group".  According to the reader, "Every year, tens of thousands of infants and young children in Africa and other countries contract

meningococcal meningitis that is preventable with cheap, safe, available vaccines that are highly effective when administered as directed."
Upon drawing the attention of these contradictory claims to the Editor of this journal, the matter was examined further by qualified referees. The disputed statement in [1] was found to be valid for group C (which was the main focus of our paper), as the group C polysaccharide vaccine can induce tolerance in infants, resulting in a diminished response to a follow-up dose. However, our statement indeed suggested that the vaccine was inappropriate for groups A, W135 and Y as well.  For group A, it seems that the statement may be

incorrect [2] but this is not certain. For groups W135 and Y, a definite uncertainty exists. Clearly further studies are required to clarify this matter which has important consequences for the control of infant meningococcal meningitis.  
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